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ITEM 6                                                                                       DECISION 

 
TOPIC Construction Projects Contract Approval  

 

Bids were opened August 23, 2007 for the following projects:  
 
1. Sweet Marsh WMA, William Buss Tract, Bremer County – Restoration of WRP 
Easement  
This project consists of the restoration of wetlands including constructing dikes, locating and 
disabling subsurface drainage, and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR 
Construction Inspector.  Project is budgeted 100% NRCS reimbursable funds (see Capital Link 
#22); however, bids have come in over the original amount secured from NRCS for this project. 
The Department and Natural Resource Conservation Service are working toward amending the 
paperwork for these projects for full NRCS funding.  In the event that this cannot be achieved, 
the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund will be used for the project overrun.  DNR estimate is $23,060.  
Fourteen sets of Plans were issued.  Four bids were received. 
 
Bob Cole, dba Cole Excavating  Greene, IA    $35,301.00 
Peterson Contractors, Inc.   Reinbeck, IA    $49,210.00 
Blazek Corporation    Lawler, IA    $56,750.00 
Vieth Construction Corporation  Cedar Falls, IA   $61,105.00 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Bob Cole, dba Cole Excavating, low bidder. 
 
2. Sweet Marsh WMA, Scott Schellhorn Tract, Bremer County – Restoration of WRP 
Easement  
This project consists of the restoration of wetlands including constructing dikes, locating and 
disabling subsurface drainage, and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR 
Construction Inspector.  Project is budgeted 100% NRCS reimbursable funds (see Capital Link 
#22); however, bids have come in over the original amount secured from NRCS for this project. 
The Department and Natural Resource Conservation Service are working toward amending the 
paperwork for these projects for full NRCS funding.  In the event that this cannot be achieved, 
the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund will be used for the project overrun.   DNR estimate is $40,674.  
Twelve sets of Plans were issued.  Four bids were received. 
 
Bob Cole, dba Cole Excavating  Greene, IA    $ 55,397.00 
Peterson Contractors, Inc.   Reinbeck, IA    $ 74,169.25 
Blazek Corporation    Lawler, IA    $ 78,263.90 
Vieth Construction Corporation  Cedar Falls, IA   $112,528.00 



 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Bob Cole, dba Cole Excavating, low bidder. 
 
3. Sweet Marsh WMA, Dennis Harms Tract, Bremer County – Restoration of WRP 
Easement  
This project consists of the restoration of wetlands including constructing dikes, locating and 
disabling subsurface drainage, and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR 
Construction Inspector.  Project is budgeted 100% NRCS reimbursable funds (see Capital Link 
#22); however, bids have come in over the original amount secured from NRCS for this project. 
The Department and Natural Resource Conservation Service are working toward amending the 
paperwork for these projects for full NRCS funding.  In the event that this cannot be achieved, 
the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund will be used for the project overrun.  DNR estimate is $21,310.  
Thirteen sets of Plans were issued.  Five bids were received. 
 
Riehm Construction Co., Inc   Waukon, IA    $35,750.00 
Bob Cole, dba Cole Excavating  Greene, IA    $36,627.50 
Peterson Contractors, Inc.   Reinbeck, IA    $45,645.00 
Blazek Corporation    Lawler, IA    $52,010.00 
Vieth Construction Corporation  Cedar Falls, IA   $66,147.50 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Riehm Construction Co., Inc., low bidder. 
 
4.  Sweet Marsh WMA, Phil Snyder Tract, Bremer County – Restoration of WRP 
Easement  
This project consists of the restoration of wetlands including constructing dikes, locating and 
disabling subsurface drainage, and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR 
Construction Inspector.  Project is budgeted 100% NRCS reimbursable funds (see Capital Link 
#22); however, bids have come in over the original amount secured from NRCS for this project. 
The Department and Natural Resource Conservation Service are working toward amending the 
paperwork for these projects for full NRCS funding.  In the event that this cannot be achieved, 
the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund will be used for the project overrun.  DNR estimate is $22,722.  
Fifteen sets of Plans were issued.  Five bids were received. 
 
Bob Cole dba Cole Excavating  Greene, IA    $33,682.00 
Riehm Construction Co., Inc   Waukon, IA    $35,083.60 
Peterson Contractors, Inc.   Reinbeck, IA    $50,426.50 
Blazek Corporation    Lawler, IA    $50,495.50 
Vieth Construction Corporation  Cedar Falls, IA   $58,198.70 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Bob Cole, dba Cole Excavating, low bidder. 
 
5. Sweet Marsh WMA, Danny Buls Tract, Bremer County – Restoration of WRP Easement  
This project consists of the restoration of wetlands including constructing dikes, locating and 
disabling subsurface drainage, and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR 
Construction Inspector.  Project is budgeted 100% NRCS reimbursable funds (see Capital Link 
#22); however, bids have come in over the original amount secured from NRCS for this project. 



The Department and Natural Resource Conservation Service are working toward amending the 
paperwork for these projects for full NRCS funding.  In the event that this cannot be achieved, 
the Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund will be used for the project overrun.  DNR estimate is $38,446.  
Fifteen sets of Plans were issued.  Five bids were received. 
 
Bob Cole, dba Cole Excavating  Greene, IA   $ 60,454.40 
Riehm Construction Co., Inc   Waukon, IA   $ 73,593.20 
Peterson Contractors, Inc.   Reinbeck, IA   $ 84,392.00 
Blazek Corporation    Lawler, IA   $ 88,948.50 
Vieth Construction Corporation  Cedar Falls, IA  $121,830.50 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Bob Cole, dba Cole Excavating, low bidder. 
 
6. Hales Slough, M. Schmidt WMA WRP, Dickinson County – Wetland Restoration/ 
Earthwork 
This project consists of de-leveling and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR 
Construction Inspector.  Project is budgeted 100% NRCS reimbursable funds (see Capital Link 
#22).  DNR estimate is $58,330.  Fifteen sets of Plans were issued.  Five bids were received. 
 
Dean Quirk, dba Spring Lake Construction Polk City, IA   $ 38,102.85 
Abel Farm Drainage, Inc.   Greenville, IA   $ 57,330.00 
Cohrs Construction, Inc.   Spirit Lake, IA   $ 60,012.65 
Bluewater Contracting, Inc.   Spirit Lake, IA   $ 81,017.85 
R. S. Halstead Corp.    Sioux Falls, SD  $133,472.23 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Dean Quirk, dba Spring Lake Construction, low bidder. 
 
7. Christopherson Slough, Hatfield/Yochim WMA WRP, Dickinson County – Wetland 
Restoration/Earthwork 
This project consists of the restoration of wetlands including constructing dikes, locating and 
disabling subsurface drainage, and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR 
Construction Inspector.  Project is budgeted 100% NRCS reimbursable funds (see Capital Link 
#22).  DNR estimate is $59,224.  Thirteen sets of Plans were issued. Four bids were received. 
 
Dean Quirk, dba Spring Lake Construction Polk City, IA   $ 39,220.00 
Abel Farm Drainage, Inc.   Greenville, IA   $ 61,970.50 
Cohrs Construction, Inc.   Spirit Lake, IA   $ 63,966.50 
R. S. Halstead Corp.    Sioux Falls, SD  $ 93,552.00 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Dean Quirk, dba Spring Lake Construction, low bidder. 
 
8. Spring Run, Jaquith WMA WRP, Dickinson County – Wetland Restoration/Earthwork 
This project consists of de-leveling and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR 
Construction Inspector.  Project is budgeted 100% NRCS reimbursable funds (see Capital Link 
#22).  DNR estimate is $ 80,179.  Thirteen sets of Plans were issued.  Six bids were received. 
 



Dean Quirk, dba Spring Lake Construction Polk City, IA   $ 53,081.00 
Abel Farm Drainage, Inc.   Greenville, IA   $ 97,260.50 
Cohrs Construction, Inc.   Spirit Lake, IA   $ 99,786.00 
Bluewater Contracting, Inc.   Spirit Lake, IA   $100,874.05 
Reutzel Excavating, Inc.   Burt, IA   $102,224.40 
R. S. Halstead Corp.    Sioux Falls, SD  $194,664.75 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Dean Quirk, dba Spring Lake Construction, low bidder. 
 
9. Crystal Lake WMA, Hancock County – Outlet Structure 
This project consists of the construction and installation of a steel framed grating on the inlet of 
the existing structure, a steel fish barrier on the outlet of the existing structure and incidental 
work as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector.  Project is budgeted 100% 
Marine Fuel Tax funds (see Capital Link #40).  DNR estimate is $ 30,000.  Eight sets of Plans 
were issued.  One bid was received. 
 
Sabel Peterson Builders, Inc.   Mason City, IA   $29,200.00 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Sabel Peterson Builders, Inc., low bidder. 
 
10. Lake Macbride State Park, Johnson County – HMA Paving 
This project consists of the demolition, widening and paving of existing HMA roadways and 
incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector.  Project is 
budgeted 80% (DOT budget $312,000) in Parks and Institutional Roads funds and 20% (DNR 
budget $81,000) in REAP Land Management funds.  Twenty-six sets of Plans were issued.  Two 
bids were received. 
 
L. L. Pelling Co., Inc.    North Liberty, IA   $363,566.78 
Vieth Construction Corporation  Cedar Falls, IA   $374,835.25 
 
Staff recommends reject all bids and rebid due to a bidding irregularity. 
 
11. Lewis and Clark State Park, Monona County – Campground Electric Upgrade 
This project consists of grading and granular surfacing for camp pads and installation of 
electrical hookups, and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction 
Inspector.  Project is budgeted 50% in Land and Water Conservation (LAWCON) funds and 
50% in Parks Health and Safety funds (see Capital Link #99).  DNR estimate is $352,000.  
Eleven sets of Plans were issued.  Two bids were received. 
 
Schoon Construction, Inc.   Cherokee, IA    $287,522.35 
Nelson & Rock Contracting, Inc.  Onawa, IA    $301,549.08 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Schoon Construction, Inc., low bidder. 
 
Bids were opened August 29, 2007 for the following project:  
 



12. Viking Lake State Park, Montgomery County – Repair Flood Damages Structures 
This project consists of site clearing; replacement of intakes, tile, outlets and trashracks; seeding 
and mulching; and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector.  
Project is budgeted 100% in Lake Restoration funds (see Capital Link #55).  DNR estimate was 
$19,000.  Five sets of Plans were issued.  One bid was received. 
 
Jeff Sickels Dozing     Mount Ayr, IA  
 $25,074.00 
 
Staff recommends award of a contract to Jeff Sickels Dozing, sole bidder. 
 
 
Linda Hanson, Administrator 
Management Services Division  
September 13, 2007 


